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THE COVERAGE OF "AL JAZEERA" & "RUSSIA TODAY™"
CHANNELS, TO THE RUSSIAN MILITARY CAMPAIGN IN
SYRIA

" A COMPARATIVE ANALYTIC STUDY™"

Prepared by: Alaa Murad Ajaj Janabi
Supervised by Prof. Hameeda Smaisim
Abstract

The study aimed to investigate Aljazeera and Russia today satellite channels
media coverage on the Russian military campaign in Syria for the period from
30/9/2015 to 15/3/2016 and the differences between the two channels coverage, through
expanded study of the levels and degrees of the two channels involvements; Aljazeera
from the program “behind the news” and “Russia today” from the program “Ask More”
in which they are both handling the Russian campaign in Syria, the approved media
frames in both programs in their intention of coverage and the degree of differences in
media balance.

The study took the descriptive approach and content analysis by a special form
for content analysis, the validity and reliability has been investigated checked for the
veracity of the tool through defining the analysis units precisely; analysis tool was
viewed by experts for arbitration, which was accomplished by statistical analysis for
part of the study sample with time lag to ensure stability.

The definition of units and categories of analysis precise definition, and display
analysis tool on a group of experts for arbitration, was re part of the study sample

analysis time lag for check the stability of the tool.
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The study population was represented by the two channels “Aljazeera” and “Russia
today” while the study samples had been from some episodes of “Behind the news”
from Aljazeera and “Ask More” from Russia Today channel, for the period from
30/9/2015 to 15/3/2016.

The study found a range of results, most notably, that the Russian military
campaign in Syria have taken a close space of coverage in the two channels, and it has
been noted the attention of the two channels of the campaign during the coverage ratio
was 10.24% in Al-Jazeera and 9.64% in Russia Today channel. While Aljazeera
focused on dealing with the human side forming 43.87% of its campaign; while the
Russia Today channel focused on the political frame which represented 58.46% of its
total broadcasting.

The study also found that the general trend of coverage in the Al Jazeera and
Russia Today is trending toward the neutral direction by 50% and 77.73% respectively,
but the direction of Al-Jazeera was opposed within the general trend scored second
place with 47.32%, while the supportive trend scored second within the coverage of the
Russian channel by 22.27%.

The results also showed that the campaign coverage of the two channels was not
neutral, where there was a bias to one end of the dialogue.

The study came up with some recommendations, such as the necessity
commitment to the professional satellite channels principles, the balance in media
coverage and the importance of supporting and approving of media charters that take

care of organizing the media coverage of armed conflicts and wars.

Key words: Al-Jazeera, a channel Russia Today, Russia's military campaign in Syria,

media coverage.
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